
Reading at Woodlands Academy 

At Woodlands Academy, we prioritise preparing our pupils 

for ‘Life After Woodlands’.  

We recognise that reading is a gateway to learning, 

success, and self-belief. At Woodlands, we strive for 

excellence in reading across the whole curriculum. Our reading provision is designed 

to meet the needs of all pupils: building confidence, fluency, and a genuine love of 

reading. 

Reading, writing, and spoken language are interwoven into all subjects, ensuring 

that pupils can access, interpret, and communicate ideas effectively. We believe 

that developing language and literacy is central to emotional regulation, social 

connection, and lifelong learning. 

Across all classes, pupils are provided with bespoke, engaging, and carefully 

scaffolded opportunities to develop their reading skills, knowledge, and confidence 

within a safe, supportive, and nurturing environment. 

 

The Objectives of Reading at Woodlands are to: 

• Develop fluent, confident, and motivated readers who take pride in their 

progress. 

• Foster a love of reading for pleasure through diverse and inclusive texts. 

• Broaden pupils’ vocabulary and deepen their understanding of language. 

• Support pupils in accessing a wide range of fiction, non-fiction, and 

multimedia texts. 

• Enable pupils to analyse, infer, and evaluate meaning from what they read. 

• Build resilience and self-regulation through reading experiences that promote 

curiosity, empathy, and reflection. 

 

Phonics and Early Reading 

At Woodlands Academy, we believe that every pupil can become a confident 

reader, regardless of their starting point. Early reading and decoding are prioritised 

for pupils who require phonics support. 

We use the Little Wandle Rapid Catch-Up Programme to provide high-quality, 

systematic, and synthetic phonics teaching across school, ensuring that gaps in 

phonological knowledge are identified and addressed. 

Phonics interventions are delivered by trained staff and are tailored to individual 

needs, using repetition, overlearning, and multi-sensory strategies that build both 



accuracy and confidence. Pupils are assessed regularly to track progress and inform 

next steps. 

 

Reading Beyond Phonics 

As pupils move from decoding to fluency, Accelerated Reader is used to support 

comprehension, vocabulary development, and reading stamina. Each pupil 

completes regular STAR Reading assessments to establish their Zone of Proximal 

Development (ZPD), ensuring they read books that appropriately challenge and 

engage them. 

Pupils take online quizzes to check understanding, and progress is celebrated. Every 

class has dedicated reading time each day. 

Developing Comprehension through VIPERS 

Throughout the school, reading comprehension is taught explicitly using the VIPERS 

framework (Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval, and 

Summary/Sequence). This consistent approach supports pupils in developing higher-

order thinking and analytical skills. Texts are chosen to be engaging, diverse, and 

appropriate for the needs and interests of our learners. 

Reading for Pleasure 

At Woodlands, we want every pupil to see themselves as a reader. Our reading 

culture is enriched through: 

• Class reads that are read aloud to promote enjoyment and model 

expression. 

• Reading displays, reading corners and staff recommended reads to promote 

a love for reading as whole school culture. 

• Events and celebrations such as World Book Day, Roald Dahl Day, 

International Literacy Day and National Poetry Day 

• Visits and experiences including virtual author visits 

 

 

 

 


